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I grew up on a farm west of Inman, Kansas. I was 

the oldest child born to Eli and Mary Klassen. We 

lived in a very loving family. All of my siblings 

graduated from Central Kansas Bible Academy or 

Central Christian, depending on the decade!  They 

are Joanne (Klassen ’57) Witzke, Tom Klassen 

(’62), and Randy Klassen (’70). We are all so   

grateful to our parents for our Christian education.  
 

Growing up at Zoar Krimmer Mennonite Brethren Church 

with most of our extended  family around us, family has      

always been very important to me. I try to stay in touch. 
 

I have great memories of CKBA. Music was major for me. I 

sang in the choir, a girls sextet, girls trio, and girls quartet (all 

di ferent years). I loved beautiful music and still do. I now sing 

in the chancel choir at Eastminster Presbyterian Church in 

Wichita. 
 

My registered nurse education was at Bethel Deaconess   

Hospital in Newton, Kansas. I married Ken Reiswig (‘55) in 

1958 after graduation as an RN. I chose the right profession 

and am still working at West Wichita Family Physicians in a 

family practice setting. So far I have 63 years of nursing,     

including ive earlier years at Wesley Hospital. Presently, I get 

to work with two of my sons, my brother-in-law, and my 

niece who are all doctors, and a daughter-in-law who is a 

nurse. Many of the grandchildren are in medicine. 

One day we may all work  together! 
 

I have four children: Je f, Mike, Gary, and Julie. 

There are twelve grandchildren, their spouses, 

and six great  grandchildren. 
 

My prayer has always been that I radiate God’s 

love to the thousands of patients I have loved and cared for in 

the ive years at Wesley Med Center and the 57 years at 

West  Wichita Family Practice. 
 

Reunions have always been on my radar, and the Class of 

1955 has tried to have a reunion every ive years for the past 

60 years. We have included other classes, and our 50-year 

class reunion was with those who graduated in 1952, 1953, 

and 1954. My 45-year class reunion is where Marv Flickinger 

(‘52) came into my life, and we were married two years later. 
 

My love for Central Christian is ongoing; I enjoy being         

involved now when I’m needed. I try to deal with life as if it is 

a crack in the road and not a crevice. You do not need to fall 

in! God has led me through some major trials, but many more 

wonderful times. Praise the Lord! 

 

 
 

 

 

Comments by Alumni Director Jim Doerksen (’67):  Since the very beginning of our alumni association, Janice (Klassen ’55) 

Flickinger has been a willing participant. She has been my assistant at Central’s senior blessing breakfasts, commencements, 

and other events. Her knowledge of the earlier classes at CKBA and Central has been such a help in gathering contact       

information. Not only is she helpful, but she has been enthusiastically helpful! She has a great love for her alma mater and 

gives generously of her time and resources. Thanks, Jan, I’m forever grateful! Jan will be recognized on September 16 at  

Central’s Alumni & Reunion Weekend. Here is her life story in her own words.  

  



 
 
From Melvin Friesen (’55) 

My cousin Jan and I were close from crib days through high school. Our mothers were sisters who had seven brothers. We lived 

less than a mile apart. Our families did a lot of things together. Jan’s father and my dad worked together on many farm tasks 

and shared in equipment purchases and other tasks. I remember we were butchering hogs together the day U.S. President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt died! We were privileged to be born and educated in the modern era. Rural electricity, the REA, came to 

our township a year or two before we entered one-room West Eagle Grade School. I remember the day the high-line poles 

were set and a meter placed in our yard. We were the largest class in elementary: Jan and three boys! Many of the West Eagle        

students enrolled in Central Kansas Bible Academy in its beginning years. The Central bus came right down our county road. 

There were certain barriers that had not yet been crossed in 1950 when we enrolled in Central. There was not even a thought 

that a girl would be class president. After all, in our rural church there were separate entrances for the men and women, and 

men sat on one side of the aisle and women on the other. Had that barrier not existed, I believe Jan would have been class  

president, perhaps even for more than one year. She has always been a leader, socially and academically. She avoided some of 

the trouble that her boy cousins got into. She exuded con idence in front of the class, she was gifted musically, and my cousin 

Don and I so much appreciated the fact that she was not a tattletale. Jan has led in challenging the Central alumni to support 

the school. She leads both in committed volunteer opportunities as well as writing the checks that she hopes all of us will do as 

well. Her choice of career as a nurse, serving compassionately and tirelessly, makes her a Central alum who brings honor to our 

alma mater. I am so pleased she is being recognized as alum of the year, a classmate from the Class of 1955. 

 

From Don Willems (’55) 

Jan and I were classmates for 12 years, the last four years at Central Kansas Bible Academy. If you wanted something done 

right and well, you made sure Jan was involved. Through the years, her leadership, sometimes behind the scenes, as a student 

and as an alumna, has been evident and much appreciated. She has earned and deserves this recognition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Velma (Loepp ’53) Schroeder 

Jan and I have been friends ever since our time together at West Eagle Grade School. She is a loyal friend–kind, caring, loving, 

helpful, a good listener, and above all, a Christian friend. We have never had a serious disagreement. I have been very fortunate 

to have her in my life. Regarding her involvement with Central, she would call people, visit others, and do a great job of            

organizing reunions. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Class of 1955’s 60-Year Reunion 



 

 

 

       

 

 

From Janice (Rudiger ’55) Guetersloh 

I met Jan when I arrived at Central Christian High 

School in 1955, my senior year. She was the irst one to reach out to me, and we have been close friends to this day. Jan has     

always been committed and steadfast in her faith in God. She participates in her church as a choir member and a multitude of 

other activities to help her church and other people. Her commitment to Central is shown in her support and the active role she 

has played in the school over the years. 
 

 

From Tom Klassen (’62) 

My sister Janice has always had a heart for Christian education. She was in one of the very early graduating classes of Central 

Kansas Bible Academy and values her education very much. She has always been active in organizing reunions and supporting 

Central in as many ways as possible. She gladly accepted her new role on the alumni committee and in fundraising. This has given 

her another avenue to support a cause that she irmly believes in, and no one could be more deserving of this honor than her. 

 
 

  

The Class of 1955’s 65-Year Reunion 

 

 

Family News 
 

Please keep us updated on you and your family’s marriages, births, and deaths.  

                              Email Jim Doerksen at  jdoerksen@cougarsccs.com. 
 

Congratulations 
Brooklyn Nisly (‘21) and Dawson Urwiller (‘21) were married on June 3, 2022. 
Reilly Tobias (‘19) and Makayla Porter were married on July 23, 2022. 
Maria Urwiller (‘19) and Cody Brooks were married on August 14, 2022. 
 

Welcome 
Sarah (Hagen ‘13) and Jesse Brown welcomed their baby girl Vivienne Lee on May 18, 2022. 
Timothy (‘13) and Talia Prescott welcomed their baby boy Kade Landon on June 19, 2022. 
Allison (Krehbiel ‘08) and Kelyn Schellenberg welcomed their baby Jubilee Rae on June 28, 2022. 
Bethany (Duree ‘15) and John Murphy III welcomed their baby boy Patrick Henry on June 29, 2022. 
Sam (‘18) and Sidnee Kau fman welcomed their baby girl Presslee June on July 2, 2022. 
Erica (Wilt ‘11) and Adam York welcomed their baby boy Lincoln Russell on July 29, 2022. 
 

Deaths 
Mack Murray (‘66) of Spring ield, Missouri, died on April 29, 2022. 
Rosella (Wiens’52) Regier of North Newton, Kansas, died on May 31, 2022. 
Joyce (Gilley ‘59) Razo of Hutchinson, Kansas, died on June 13, 2022. 
David Schrag (‘72) of South Hutchinson, Kansas, died on June 29, 2022. 
Carolyn (Pinkerton ‘71) Hersman of Beaumont, Texas, died on July 5, 2022. 



 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 
“Where there is no vision, people perish.” This is a phrase we 
have all heard, read, and meditated on before. It comes from 

the book of Proverbs, chapter 29.  Solomon is instructing his son in so many ways to be wise. As we  
know, Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived. When we pray, I hope we are praying for      

wisdom. In leading the school, I often pray for 
wisdom. In leading my family, I often pray for         
wisdom. In  dealing with problems, I often pray for wisdom. Why?    
Because wisdom comes from above, where the Lord supplies and    
provides in abundance. We are a forgetful and busy people, yet we  
desire to be wise.  
 

In the winter of 2020, Central Christian School kicked o f the quiet 
phase of the FORWARD Campaign, an ambitious $3.2   million capital 
campaign to address three crucial areas: (1) Debt Elimination,              
(2) Capital Improvements (a classroom completion project and paving 
the parking lot), and (3) the Central Fund.  
 

Through God’s provision and generous support, Phase 1 toward debt 
elimination has been completed! Join us in praising the Lord for this great 
blessing. We are now in Phase 2 of the campaign, which is seeking to raise 

funds for our classroom  completion project as well as paving the parking lot.  
 

Thanks to a recent major gift, the FORWARD Campaign has o icially surpassed the $1 MILLION mark in funds received! 
Please join us in thanking the Lord for His provision of $1.1 million through our 
FORWARD Campaign since its inception. 
 

Thanks to this most recent major gift, the parking lot work will begin this fall in late            
September or early October. Lord willing, by the time we have our 75th                   
Anniversary weekend at 
CCS in 2023, CCS will have 
a paved parking lot for 

YOU to park on! It will truly be a blessing. We continue to solicit funds 
for the  classroom completion project and the Central Fund.  
 

In addition to the FORWARD Campaign, the Lord has blessed CCS 
with a signi icant gift for the football ield. New LED lights have been 
installed on our ield, and an intense fertilizing and seeding process to 
assist in growing thick grass on the ield has been implemented. This 
fall, there will be new bleachers, powder coated green, and an        
ADA-compliant parking and  sidewalk area near our football ield. It is 
our hope to have all of the football ield project completed by Alumni &       
Reunion Weekend, but if not, please excuse our progress! 
 

We are so thankful that the Lord has continued to provide for CCS in astounding ways. Our debt is gone, we have surpassed 
the $1 million mark in our campaign, and updates to our football ield are underway. 
 

As you think of CCS, please pray that we would be wise and that the Lord would be the One who builds the house, so that we 
do not labor in vain. We desire to make wise choices that inspire and make a positive, Christ-honoring impact in the lives of our   
students.  
 

May we be a blessing to future generations of students by being wise now. May we continue to have an inspiring vision so that 
future generations would be impacted by a biblical worldview education. Would you consider partnering with CCS? We have 
$2.1 million to go! Please join us in praying, providing, and participating in any way that you can. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Capital Campaign Update 

Students looking forward to new classrooms 

Explaining plans to finish four classrooms 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
We have a State Champion Golf Team! 
This past spring’s boys golf team won the 
irst Class 1A State Golf Team         

Championship in the school’s history. 
Read more about this exciting win in the 
summer edition of the CCS Cougar 
Tracks newsletter. ALSO, the CCS boys 
track and ield team won the Heart of the Plains League 
Championship. Varsity girls basketball had a great year, 
and they advanced to be one of the inal four teams at 
the Class IA Division II State Tournament. 

 

Greetings from Central’s new director of          
development 
“Hello, alumni! My name is Shawn     
Powell, and I was hired this past March as 

the director of  development at Central  Christian School. I was a inancial advisor during the six years prior to 
joining CCS. A passion of mine as a inancial advisor was developing a plan with families who had the          
inancial resources available to make an impact on the nonpro its they cared about. I believe it was  only a 

matter of time before the Lord used that desire of mine to step into a role that could have a greater, singular 
impact with more  families. To that end, this opportunity presented itself as only the Lord could, and I am 
grateful to be at CCS. 
“I have one son who is 8 years old and entering the third grade. He is very active in sports and keeps me 
busy. In my spare time, I enjoy being involved in my local church, coaching youth sports, and anything          
outdoors related.   
“As I’m learning about our school history and meeting new people, I would love to hear how Central Christian impacted 
you. Please contact me any time, and I look forward to meeting you!” 
 

The Alumni & Reunion Weekend, September 16 and 17, continues to grow. This year we will be hosting four classes whose     
graduation year ends in a 2. The class of 1962, 1972, 1982, and 2002 will be attending the events beginning the evening of      
September 16. The class of 2012 will be meeting one week later to accommodate the entire class’s              
attendance. This exciting and enjoyable Friday evening will begin at 5:00 p.m. with games and in latables for 
the children, a meal will be   available from food trucks (prices will vary) from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
and desserts will be provided by the Parent Teacher Fellowship. Kicko f for the football game will be 
at 7:00 p.m. The  Cougars will take on the  Trojans of Sta ford, Kansas. Our Alumna of the Year, Jan (Klassen 
’55) Flickinger, will be recognized during halftime, and also recognized will be Mr. Don Nies, a faithful,           
long-time servant of the school. There may be yet another  exciting event that evening. Stay tuned. 
We would especially like to encourage our local alumni of the area to attend that weekend. 
 

For the golfers among us, here is a great opportunity not to be missed! The school will be hosting the Cougar 
Classic Golf Tournament again this year. It will be a 4-person scramble played just west of Hutchinson at    

Willowbrook Golf Course, on Saturday, September 17, starting at 
2:00 p.m. The entry fee will be $500 per team with prizes on the 
course and gifts at  registration. Members of Central’s 2022 State Champion Boys 
Golf Team will be there volunteering throughout the course. Proceeds from this 
event will be used for technology at CCS. 
 

The Class of 2002 had their 20-year class reunion on Saturday, June 4, 2022. Erin 
(Sundquist ’02) Stone wrote, “The class had a great time together. A few of us met 
at the park in the morning, and then seven classmates toured the school in the      
afternoon. That evening we were joined by two more classmates for dinner and 
bowling.” The attendees are pictured to the left. Erin, thanks for sharing this report 
and this picture! 
 

The school has a newly redesigned website. I would like to challenge and encourage 
each one of you to check it out at  cougarsccs.com. It provides so much valuable  

information at your ingertips. Go to the Alumni page, and check to see if we have your  contact information. Check to see also if 
all your classmates are listed with accurate names. The website is where you can ind the school’s publications to keep you close 
to events of the school year and to be better able to pray about the school. An encouraging message from CCS Board of Trustees 
Chairman Bart Kooiman can be found in the most recent edition of Cougar Tracks.  
 

A huge thank you to all who sent new contact informa on to us as we requested in the April newsle er. Keep it up! 
 

 

 

 

Jim Doerksen (’67), 
Alumni Director 

 

 

 

L to R:  Adam Miller, Lieschen (Mast) O'Neill,  Ryan 

Hokr, Lori (Galliardt) Freking,  Ashley (Godwin) 

Algrim, Erin (Sundquist) Stone, Drew Fulmer  

Shawn Powell, 
Director of       

Development 

Don Nies, 
Retired Sta f 



 

Keep this newsle er and refer to it o en. Follow our FORWARD 
Capital Campaign progress with this easy-to-use QR code. The Lord 
has so graciously supplied in recent weeks and will con nue to  
provide as days go on. Jesus said in Ma hew 18:19, “Again I say to 
you, that if two of you agree on  earth concerning anything that 
they ask, it will be done for them by  My Father in heaven”.  
 

Estate Planning – Extend your support of Central Chris an School 
beyond your me on this earth. Would you please consider         
including the school in your estate planning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotable C.S. Lewis: 

There are only two kinds of people in the end:  those who say to God, “Thy will 

be done,” and those to whom God says in the end, “Thy will be done.” 
 

God cannot give us a happiness and a peace apart from Himself because it is 

not there. There is no such thing. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 

 

Here are the newest members of the CCS 

Alumni Association. These 12 young   

people have been prepared during their 

years at CCS to go out into the world and 

live their lives for Jesus. 

Rita (Friesen ’69) Loewen and Jim         

Doerksen (’67) welcomed them into the 

Association by presenting each one an 

alumni key and by exhorting them to keep 

in touch with Central and live their lives 

daring to be a Daniel according to the 

Scriptures. 

 

 
 

 

 

  

  

Back: Carson Hamby, David Weis, John (Jack) Losew, Joshua Bosworth, Cade Wilson, Joshua Cunday 

Front: Samantha Ramsey, Kaylee Miller, Leia Shank, Acacia Clobes, Lilly Busatti, Alyssa Lambert 



We encourage you to get in touch with your former classmates. 
Email jdoerksen@cougarsccs.com for their contact information if you need it. 

CCS Alumni Association 
6547 N. Academy Blvd #462 
Colorado Springs, CO  80918 

____________________________ 
 

Central Christian School 
1910 E. 30th Avenue 

Hutchinson, KS  67502 
_________________________ 

We want to keep in touch with our 
alumni and friends. If you have a 

change of email or mailing address, 
please contact the  

 CCS Alumni Association at  
jdoerksen@cougarsccs.com.  
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“Do you want to be healed?” Jesus asked the paralyzed man in John 5. For 38 years, this man had been an 

invalid. By now, it was part of his identity. Dare he risk the change? What happens if he is no longer the    

crippled man? That  changes how others perceive him and how he perceives himself. Change—even good 

change, growth,  healing—is hard. He had to choose if he wanted to embrace the healing that Jesus o fered. 
 

The man expected to be helped into the pool when the water was stirred up. That would be his healing. 

But, I discovered on a recent trip to Israel that the stirring of the water was credited to the god Pan, whose 

altar was at the corner of the pool. To be healed in the water was to honor this false god. Jesus did the unexpected. “Get up, 

take up your bed, and walk,” Jesus instructed. “And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.” Healing 

came in a way the man had not expected—in a way that could only be credited to Jesus. No stirring of the water. No               

assistance to the pool. Just the word of Jesus, and the man was healed. Jesus met his need in an unexpected way.  
 

We re lect as well. Our lesh, our humanity, our sinful nature desires to dictate when and how this change comes, but like this 

man at the pool of Bethesda, do we leave room for the Lord to change our lives? Jesus invites us to follow Him, to embrace 

His o fer of salvation, and to receive His loving compassion. Are we willing to embrace the change that Jesus o fers? This is 

far better, for the method of change, growth, and healing comes from the very heart and mind of our Savior. When our hearts 

are open to Him, we discover new life in relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Steve and Ruth Prieb 

Steve Prieb (‘80) was a pastor for 20 years, and then he began working in faith-based fund development. Currently, 
Steve is the senior director of donor relations at Thirdmill (Third Millennium Ministries, Inc.) which provides biblical 
education for the world for free, training and assisting future leaders, pastors, and church planters. Steve and his wife, 
Ruth, live in Topeka, Kansas, and they have three married children and several grandchildren. 

  

  

By Steve Prieb (‘80)


