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devotional thoughts From the desk of
Mrs. Judy Parsons, Elementary Principal
God has blessed me with five sisters. I am the oldest, but the youngest is
only seven and a half years younger than me. Our mom died when I was
just thirteen, so the six of us have grown up as best friends, looking out
for each other, but also speaking hard truths when necessary. We trust
each other. Since our own children now have families of their own, we
sisters look forward to getting together to catch up and reminisce.
Recently my sisters and I looked forward to a sister weekend. The sister
hosting us in Lawrence did most of the planning, and our itinerary
included some glassblowing, ceramics painting, and a trip to Kansas City
to experience the Auschwitz Memorial. We all looked forward to it with
great anticipation.
I once had a magnet on the refrigerator at home that said, “We plan, God laughs”. I’ve taken it
down. I have come to understand that God expects us to plan. We plan our daily time with Him, our
Bible reading, our prayers, but also our daily schedules, our doctor appointments, and our family
events. Without planning, our lives quickly pass by, the essential things left undone. But I also know
that He isn’t laughing at our attempts to manage. He reminds us of what’s important, teaching and
guiding us. While we scurry down the road doing the things on our checklists, we must also be
prepared for His detours.
Yes, detours like being in Lawrence at my sister’s house with four of my sisters after several hours
at the hospital for the Lawrence sister’s emergency gall bladder surgery, her daily planner full of her
intentions, open on her bedside table. Our weekend plans altered to exclude the unimportant things
and to include the most important—visiting her in the hospital in shifts (due to COVID restrictions)
to check on her and encourage her. 'Letting her know that she is more important to us than
glassblowing or ceramics painting.
Detours come, sometimes with breakneck speed, not just in our personal lives, but in our world too.
Central Christian School experienced one of those detours as we adapted and persevered under
COVID restrictions. If we aren’t fully grounded in God and fully trusting Him, we can easily be
overwhelmed. And while I know it was written for a different people in a different time, Jeremiah
29:11 frequently comes to mind. “For I know the plans I have for you . . . plans to prosper you and
not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” I take comfort and find peace in knowing that
as Christians, we can put our complete trust in God, even when His plan doesn’t completely align
with ours. Everything in His plan is for our greater good and for His glory. Praise His Name!

New CCS Staff
superintendent

Melanie Hawthorne

Leigha Jackson-Evans

Kaylah Kauffman

Steve Losew

Food Service Assistant

Preschool Teacher

Preschool Teacher

Asst. HS Track Coach

Kristi Loudenback

Cody Moore

Heather Nather

Shawn Powell

Asst. MS Track Coach

Asst. HS Boys Basketball Coach

Literacy Services Specialist

Director of Development

Are you considering
Christian education?
We are currently accepting new students.
If you or a family you know would be
interested in CCS for the 2022–2023
school year, contact Admissions Director
Amber Osner at 620-663-2174. She
would be glad to answer your questions,
give you a campus tour, and set up a
preview day for prospective students. To
learn more, check out our website at
www.cougarsccs.com.

Stewardship Dinner

Speaker JJ Jasper

CCS elementary choir

Alumni Bill Lloyd ('79) and
Collin Oswalt ('21) sharing their testimonies

2020 alumnae
LIndsey Kauffman and
Josie Ibarra

Over 330 guests attended, and through their giving, the Lord
generously provided funds to help support the school.

The school's bell choir

Rosalie ('57) and Leland Flickinger
and Janice Flickinger ('55)

Mrs. Huck directing musicians

We see God’s faithfulness through people like you. Thank you for praying. Thank you for
volunteering. Thank you for your financial gifts and attending. Thank you to everyone on
the Stewardship Committee. For all of these, we are grateful!

fundraising Auction & Meal

Wearing Olympic-themed attire
to "Raise the Torch" for CCS

Auctioneer Titus Yutzy

Food, fellowship, fun, and funds for CCS!

Students dressed as Olympians
Carriage Crossing Restaurant catered the meal.

Mrs. Brenda Moore with a unique
table made by Mr. Norman Joy

Norva and Darrell Allison,
active CCS grandparents

A sweet black puppy found a new home at the auction.

We are deeply grateful for the Lord's ongoing provision
to Central Christian School through your financial
support and prayers!
If you are interested in partnering with CCS financially, please visit
https://www.cougarsccs.com/support-ccs/, call the school at
620-663-2174, or scan the QR code.

Blessed

By Kris Bohren Goertzen
CCS Class of 1983

I panicked when my dear mother decided she was taking me out of public
school and enrolling me at Central Christian High School. I wrestled with that
fear for a few weeks the summer before my sophomore year. Finally, the Lord
in His kindness showed me the reason for my fear and panic. He brought me to
the stark realization that I was faking. I was a fake Christian who did nothing
out of love for Christ and never, ever considered living for His glory.
Facing my complete disregard for Christ horrified me and brought me to my
knees in repentance. I vividly remember that first conversation with Jesus. I
told Him if He was willing to forgive me and take my pitiful life in exchange for His, then I would serve Him with my
whole heart for my whole life. I asked Him to never let me be like one of those people who just warmed a pew on
Sunday mornings. I vowed to serve Him with every day and every breath. In that moment, He drastically changed
me forever.
I can't think of a better place to begin my brand-new walk with Christ than at CCS where my teachers loved me,
prayed for me, and taught me the Word of God! It very much felt like we were a close-knit family, and it caused my
new spiritual life to thrive. I bless God for the great sacrifices my parents made to surround me with His Word at
CCS. In many ways, those teachers became my mentors and most faithful prayer warriors. They helped lay a strong
biblical foundation that would allow me to live for Christ in ways beyond my imagination.
Central Christian helped make my very first ministry dream come true. I thought the most wonderful life of ministry
I could imagine would begin by marrying a pastor. I thought it would give me the perfect platform to serve my
husband, our children, the church, and the community. I was 17 and not quite sure how to find a cute pastor to
marry, so I entrusted that secret desire to God and went about growing in the Lord by consuming His Word.
A few days after my graduation from Central in 1983, I became gloriously engaged to Rick Goertzen, CCS Class of
1980. He's been my dearest friend, husband, and pastor ever since.
My life goal was to bless the heart of God for drawing me out of sin and to Himself. Never did I imagine I'd be
discipled by Elizabeth George, dress movie stars and tell them about Jesus, call John MacArthur my pastor, write
Bible studies, have a YouTube channel, counsel and disciple women and children, speak at women's conferences
and retreats, and travel the globe teaching women about Jesus. Now I have dear sisters across this country and
the lands of Russia, Kenya, Brazil, Canada, and Ukraine. Never did I imagine God could use a plain little girl from
Kansas with nothing more than a high school education.
Since I was diagnosed with an aggressive form of ALS on June 17, 2021, it's been those teachers from CCS who
have again become my faithful encouragers and prayer warriors all these years later. I'm in awe that they continue
to care for my soul and invest in me!
While I watch this disease creep over my body, devastating my muscles and robbing my life, my soul flourishes at
every blessing God has used to prepare me for the bright future He has prepared for me.
"You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; You have loosed my sackcloth and girded me with gladness, that
my soul may sing praise to You and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You forever." Psalm 30:11–12
May God continue to lavish Central Christian School with His abundant grace in training up more generations to
bring His hope to the ends of the earth!

Upcoming Events
April
1

First Grade Circus

2

Regional Music

6

MS HOPL Music Festival
at CCS

15

Good Friday-No School
No Preschool or Child
Care

18

No K–12 School

22

Junior-Senior Banquet

1st Grade Time Capsule
On 2-22-22, the first grade class spent their
morning writing important things that they
wanted to remember about being in first
grade. All of their memories were placed in a
time capsule to be opened in March of their
senior year on 3-3-33.
Also included in the time capsule was a note
from First Grade Teacher Mrs. Susan Penner,
a picture of the class's Tigger stuffed animals,
a photo of the first graders with the 2022
senior class, and other class photos. The time
capsule shown to the right will be stored in
the trophy case for the next eleven years. The
class is pictured below.

26–27 HS Spring Music Trip
29

CCS Special Event

30

State Music

May
3

Grades 6–12 Spring
Concert & Art Show

6

Senior Blessing
Breakfast

7

Commencement

10

K–5 Spring Concert &
Art Show

13

K–5 Track & Field Day,
HS Athletic Banquet

16

Kindergarten
Promotion

17

8th Grade Promotion,
Elementary Awards
Ceremony

18

Last Day of School,
Secondary Awards
Ceremony

CCS has faculty and
staff openings for next
school year. Please
pray with us that God
would provide for our
staffing needs.
For more information
and links to application
forms, visit the
Employment
Opportunities page on
the school's website.

For a complete listing of all school events, check out our website calendar at
www.cougarsccs.com/calendar.
If you would like to stay connected with weekly events happening at the school, visit
the website and click on CCS News under the News & Events page.

extracurricular activities highlights
Volleyball
Overall record 29–12
2nd place at HOPL Tournament
3rd place at Goessel Tournament
1st place at South Haven Tournament
Sub-State champions
4th place in Class 1A Div. II State Tournament
KVA Team Academic Award – GPA 3.86
Samantha Ramsey made State Class 1A Div. II All-Tournament Team.
Kaylee Kauffman and Samantha Ramsey made HOPL All-League Team.
Leia Shank made HOPL All-League Honorable Mention.

Football
Overall record 2-7
Honorable Mention 8-Man Division II All-State
Team
David Weis and Carson Hamby
All-League and All-District Team
David Weis and Carson Hamby – 1st Team
Carson Hamby – 2nd Team Offense
Emilio Ibarra – 2nd Team Defense and
Honorable Mention Offense
All-Reno County Team
Carson Hamby – 1st Team Defense
David Weis, Emilio Ibarra, Tommy Barnett – Honorable Mention

Cross Country
The cross country team had great success
last fall, even though they were small in
numbers.
Blake Yoder, sophomore, placed 3rd at
State.
Hallie Warner, freshman, qualified for and
competed at State.

extracurricular activities highlights
Scholars Bowl
Qualified for finals at Wichita East Invitational
Meet
1st place at Elyria Mini-Meet
2nd place at HOPL Meet
Nathan Reed, 1st place individual points at HOPL
Ethan Glover, 5th place individual points at HOPL
3rd place at Regional Meet
3rd place at Class 1A Div. II State Competition

boys basketball
Finished the season with a 9-12 record.
4th place at Goessel Tournament
4th place at Burrton Tournament
5th place HOPL with a 5-4 record
Jake Lambert made All-League and AllTournament Teams and was also named
Most Inspirational Player at the Burrton
Tournament.
Emilio Ibarra and Drew Yoder made AllLeague Honorable Mention.

girls basketball
Finished regular season 17-3
1st place at Goessel Tournament
Tied for 1st in Heart of the Plains League
Sub-State champions
4th place at Class 1A Div. II State
Tournament
Kaylee Kauffman made State 1A Div. II
All-Tournament Team.
Kaylee Kauffman and Aly Lambert made
All-League First Team.
Samantha Ramsey made All-League
Honorable Mention.

Homecoming 2022

Homecoming Court 2022: Josh Bosworth, Aly Lambert,
Queen Leia Shank, King David Weis, Samantha Ramsey, Jack Losew

From Student Council President Morgan Urwiller:
Homecoming this year was such an amazing time! Leading up to Homecoming Night,
STUCO sponsored a fun Spirit Week, and each homecoming candidate shared their
testimony during secondary chapel. Our high school boys basketball team kicked off
the big night with a win against Stafford. The team was supported by our cheerleaders
and an enthusiastic student section. We loved cheering them to victory!
After the game, Homecoming candidates, junior attendants, and last year's
Homecoming king and queen were announced as they walked to center court. David
Weis and Leia Shank, two seniors who represent our school so well, were crowned as
this year's king and queen. From there, our crowd enjoyed a time of fellowship, cookies,
and punch in the commons. Keeping with tradition, STUCO hosted a high school afterparty. They set up a variety of fun games including 9 square (a CCS favorite), java java
can can, card games, and more. Students stayed busy and had a great evening.

Central Christian School's Seventy-First Annual
Commencement will be held on Saturday,
May 7, at 11:00 a.m. in the CCS gymnasium.

SAVE THE DATE

FRIDAY, APRIL 29
7:00–8:00 P.M.
CCS GYMNASIUM

WE HAVE BIG
NEWS TO SHARE!
WE REQUEST YOUR ATTENDANCE AS
WE REVEAL THE PLAN
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
If you have a change of email or mailing
address, please contact the school at
620-663-2174 or at info@cougarsccs.com.

FOLLOW US

THANK YOU, BUSINESS BOOSTERS!
Platinum Supporters

Bronze Supporters

Bold, LLC
Gust Orthodontics
Hutchinson Clinic – Dr. Ellen Losew
Network Management Group, Inc. (NMGI)

Petron Plus Global, Inc.
Eagle Communications

Gold Supporters
Bartlett Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning
B&R Builders, LLC
Genzada Pharmaceuticals
Hutchinson Clinic – Dr. Mark Reed
Hyatt Life Sciences
DJ Kauffman Insurance Agency
Kauffman Seeds, Inc.
Dr. Chad R. Loudenback, DDS
Sturdi-Bilt
Wray & Sons Roofing Co., Inc.

Silver Supporters
Boman Electric
Glenn's Bulk Food Shoppe & Gospel Bookstore
Hardwood Millwork and Supply
Hutchinson Clinic – Dr. Leonard Miller
Moore Remodeling

Cougar Pride Supporters
Buhler Dental Care – Dr. Dal Hunt, DDS
Christian Therapy and Meditation Services, L.L.C.
Conklin Cars
IdeaTek
Jackson Meat
Papa John's Pizza – Brad Pryor
Plaza Astle Realty – Valerie Pryor
RCB Bank

Cougar Spirit Supporters
Bell Credit Union
First National Bank
Decker & Mattison Co. Inc.
INeeda Laundry & Dry Cleaners
Medicine Shoppe
Peoples Bank and Trust
Plaza Astle Realty
Swindoll, Janzen, Hawk & Loyd, LLC
Waggoners, Inc.

