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We don’t have to look hard to find evil, sin, problems to solve, and things to do. As 
long as we have air in our lungs, this is to be expected. Let me remind you (and me) 
of God’s will from 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18. His will for you and me is "to rejoice 
always, pray continually, and give thanks in all circumstances."

UPDATE From the desk of 
Bart Kooiman, CCS Board of Trustees chairman

This past May, we celebrated with the Class of 2022 as they received their diplomas and alumni
association keys. We trust that Central Christian's graduates are prepared for their next steps in
life. We rejoice that they have had the Word of God instilled into their hearts as CCS students. REJOICE

Please pray with us that God will continue to provide generous donors who believe in the necessity of a biblical
worldview education and in teaching that Jesus Christ is Truth.

Please pray that our students will learn to apply God’s Word to their lives and demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit.

About a year ago, the Lord enabled the school to pay off its debt in full. What a blessing it is to be debt-free!

At the time this went to print, all but one of the school's K–12 teaching positions for this coming school year are filled.

The FORWARD Campaign was publicly launched in April. (See the separate article for details.) We had an excellent
turnout and immediate responses. The full $125,000 parking lot matching challenge has been met.

The school received a $250,000 gift that will be used toward paving the parking lot and for new football field lighting
and bleachers. We praise the Lord for His provision through every donation given to CCS.

 Give THANKS

Pray Please pray with us that we continually look to the Lord for direction and that the school's 
leaders, teachers, and board members make wise decisions that will honor Him. 

the campaign. Jesus knows our hearts. Like the widow who gave all she had in Luke 21:1–4, this student wanted to be a
good steward of God’s money. What a beautiful story.

Let us rejoice, give thanks, pray, and remember His blessings!

Blessings There are stories of many people being generous toward CCS with their time, talents, and
money, but I want to finish with my favorite. A student was at the FORWARD Campaign launch
and heard about the school's needs and plans. She wanted to help, so she gave a gift of $200 to 

Our faculty and staff have servants hearts for teaching and training students while
reflecting God’s mercy and grace. Many have extra responsibilities like being coaches or
class sponsors. We are so thankful for their commitment and effort.

Our school administration's leadership by Dr. John Walker, Mr. Roberto Ibarra, and Mrs. Judy Parsons is top-notch, and
we appreciate them very much! School leadership is a key to God blessing our school and to the school having a clear
vision for the future.

We extend a special thanks to Mrs. Sharon Kauffman ('85), our preschool and child care center director. She does a
wonderful job with Central's preschool program. Many times, preschool is one of the first interactions families have 
 with CCS. Thank you, Mrs. Kauffman!

We are thankful for God's gift of Mr. Don Nies, a man whose example of being a Christ-follower and servant is so
encouraging to us. He began at CCS in 1978, and we appreciate him and his many years of service.

The board of trustees has three new members: Matt Carden, Jason Huff, and Chad Loudenback. All three love the
Lord, and they support the mission of Central Christian.

We are thankful for Mike Wyatt, who served as board chairman for the past two years and will continue on the
Development and FORWARD Campaign Committees. God has blessed Mike with wisdom and discernment. Thank you,
Mike!

Jim Doerksen (’67) is our school's alumni association president. What a blessing he is.
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CCS faculty and staff 
members blessed the 
seniors with prayer 

and kind words. 

Central Christian Celebrates

central christian school's Class of 2022
Back: Carson Hamby, David Weis, John (Jack) Losew, Joshua Bosworth, Cade Wilson, Joshua Cunday

Front: Samantha Ramsey, Kaylee Miller, Leia Shank, Acacia Clobes, Lilly Busatti, Alyssa Lambert

CCS Alumni Association members presented 
each senior with an alumni key.

Senior Blessing Breakfast

The seniors enjoyed reminiscing over the past year.



 Central Christian School's Seventy-First Annual Commencement celebrated twelve seniors on Saturday, May 7. Family, 
friends, and staff came to congratulate the students on their accomplishments and their completion of high school.  

71st Annual Commencement

Samantha Ramsey, valedictorian and class president, and Jack Losew,
salutatorian, address their class.

Praying for the senior class before the ceremony

David Weis performed a song he wrote, and
he dedicated it to his classmates. Stephon Moore, Associate Outreach Pastor

at Grace Bible Church, gave the
commencement address.

The high school choir sang In Christ Alone.

Acacia Clobes receiving her diploma

Dr. Walker presented the Teacher of Distinction Award to Mrs.
Angie Huck and the Barnabas Award to David Weis.

Senior Leia Shank smiling during the processional 

Seniors applaud for Samantha Ramsey.

The traditional mortar board toss



Central Christian School has announced that a $3.2 million capital campaign is underway. “We’ve had 
great success during the quiet phase of the FORWARD capital campaign, and now is the time to share it 
more broadly to provide opportunities for others to financially partner with us,” stated Superintendent 
Dr. John Walker.
 
CCS became debt-free through the quiet Phase 1 of the FORWARD Campaign, and progress is being 
made toward the campaign’s Phases 2 and 3. Phase 2 addresses capital improvement projects, 
including completion of additional classrooms and paving the school’s parking lot. Phase 3’s goal is to 
raise over $1 million to go toward student scholarships, facility maintenance, faculty development, and 
the general fund.

 

Central Christian School is a qualifying charitable 501(c)(3) organization, so donations
are generally income tax deductible. Those interested in financially supporting the
school through cash donations, appreciated securities, IRA charitable rollovers,
retirement plan assets, real estate, a life estate, charitable remainder trust, charitable
gift annuity, or other means are encouraged to email CCS Director of Development
Shawn Powell at spowell@cougarsccs.com or call the school at 620-663-2174.

Dr. Walker stated, “The Lord has kindly provided for CCS since it was founded in 1948. Seventy-four years of the 
Lord’s provision has brought us to this point, and we need to position ourselves for the next 74 years of Christian 
education in Reno County. We have the opportunity to build upon the foundation that was laid by those who went 
before us. It is our responsibility to plan for the future, move forward, and pursue excellence.” 
 
Central Christian has a goal of $3.2 million over the next three years; however, Dr. Walker acknowledged, “We move 
and build at the speed of money, and a major gift now would help bring the campaign finish line into clearer focus. 
The Lord’s will and His timing are what we are after.” The school hopes to celebrate the successful completion of
its capital campaign by September 2023, which will be its 75th anniversary.
 
Dr. Walker stated, “Investments today will make a difference tomorrow and lead to future returns as we pursue our 
mission to be an excellent Christian school. We invite our families, alumni, and friends of the school, along with the 
Hutchinson and Reno County community, to consider three ways to support the FORWARD Campaign: pray, 
participate, and provide. Without broad, generous financial support, this school would not be possible.”

Donations can also be made online at 
https://www.cougarsccs.com/support-ccs/.

Classrooms Parking Lot Central Fund
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REALIZING THE VISiON

Our vision for the capital campaign is to create opportunities for students to
receive an excellent Christian education, to learn how to be salt and light in a

spiritually needy world, and to serve the Lord by serving others. Now is the time
to move FORWARD by faith, centered on Christ, and build for the future. It will

take participation by all of us for the FORWARD Campaign to be a success.

"Finishing the new science classroom would be extremely exciting for the science program at CCS. I 
believe it would lead to an invigorated interest in science in my students. As a teacher, it would be 
an asset for more efficient lessons in laboratory projects." – Jay Walter ('94), science teacher and 
coach

Looking forward to new classrooms

To use the QR code, 
open the camera on your 

smartphone and scan 
the code.

"I look forward to seeing CCS grow, and I think the completion of additional classrooms will
encourage further growth. We all want our children to be challenged and excel. By having new
classrooms, our children will have an opportunity to be successful and excel in those subjects being
taught in the new classrooms." – April Basgall, CCS staff member and parent

"Finishing the classrooms would provide a new learning environment, and it would be
great to have classes in rooms that are newly finished and furnished. Many of our
classrooms now are connected to the gym, and it can be hard to pay attention to the
teacher when a class is having P.E. in the gym. Classrooms in the new addition will be
quieter which would help us students be more focused." – Avery Kauffman, 8th grade
student



 

Alumni & Reunion Weekend
September 16–17, 2022

Central Christian is looking forward to its annual Alumni & Reunion Weekend. It will be 
a special gathering for all alumni and friends of the school to visit the campus, watch 

the first home football game, and catch up with classmates and friends. For 
information, contact Alumni Director Jim Doerksen at jdoerksen@cougarsccs.com.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

With our utmost appreciation for his 44 years on staff at Central Christian
School, we announce the retirement of Mr. Don Nies. That is not to say,
however, that Mr. Nies is leaving CCS. He will still be seen around our
campus as a volunteer. There aren't enough words to express the
immeasurable impact Mr. Nies has had on the lives of students, faculty,
staff, and parents over his decades of faithful service. Generous
comments of alumni who have been positively influenced by his godly
example attest to his impact. His love, care, and concern for students are
boundless. Truly, Mr. Nies has lived Colossians 3:23–24, "And whatever  

Friday, September 16
5:00–7:00 p.m     Inflatables and games for children 

5:30–7:30 p.m. Meal available and free desserts provided 
by the Parent Teacher Fellowship

7:00 p.m. Football game kickoff vs. Stafford Trojans

Halftime 
   – Recognition of alum of the year
   – Recognition of Mr. Don Nies
   – Recognition of classes by decades

Saturday, September 17  

Please plan to join us, along with Mr. Nies's family, our alumni, 
and friends, for coffee and doughnuts in the commons as we 
celebrate Mr. Nies.

Recognizing Mr. Nies 
44 Years on Staff

you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive
the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ." Undoubtedly, Mr. Nies has served
the Lord faithfully through the years. Since his move to Hutchinson in 1978, his time at CCS has
been distinguished by his impeccable character and devotion. Mr. Nies has always strived to
serve others in whatever way possible, and he has generously given himself and his resources to
further the school's mission. Mr. Nies's legacy will endure.

Retirement recognition and school tour

9:00–10:00 a.m.     Coffee and doughnuts

Coffee in the Commons & Don Nies Retirement Recognition

10:00–11:30 a.m.     



For a complete listing of all school
events, check out our website
calendar at
www.cougarsccs.com/calendar.

CENTRAL CHRISTIAN
PRESCHOOL and CHILD CARE

Summer Day Camp
Central Christian's summer day camp provides fun, educational activities for

kids ages 2½ through 12 during the summer break.

Upcoming Events
Last Day of Summer 
Day Camp

Back-to-School Night

First Day of School

K–6 Curriculum Night

Jamboree at Don 
Michael Field

10

15

17

22

26

August September
No School/ Labor Day
No Preschool & Child Care

K–12 Early Dismissal – 
Kansas State Fair

Alumni & Reunion 
Weekend

Grandparents Day & Art 
Show; K–12 Early Dismissal

5

12

16– 
17

23

October
1

10

18 &
20

23–
26

Admissions Open House

Red Cross Blood Drive

Parent Teacher
Conferences & Art Show

ACSI Accreditation Visit

If you would like to know about weekly news and events 
happening during the school year, visit the website and 

click on CCS News under the News & Events page. 

https://www.cougarsccs.com/calendar.cfm


 

extracurricular activities highlights

GOLF

Track & Field
The CCS boys team won the Heart of
the Plains League Championship. 
Eighteen personal records were broken
at the league meet.
Jack Losew broke Central Christians

Golf
Class 1A State Golf 2022 team
champions – Central Christian's first
state golf title in school history
Freshman Ryland Kooiman won the
individual state championship.
Regional tournament team champions
Heart of the Plains League champions
Won eight out of nine season
tournaments

Four team members competed at the State Track & Field Meet.
Sophomore Blake Yoder placed 3rd in the 800M run and 11th in the 1,600M run.
Senior Jack Losew placed 5th in long jump and 5th in triple jump.
Freshman Belle Barnett placed 7th in the 100M dash.
Sophomore Justus Huff placed 10th in javelin.

      triple jump school record which was last set in 1992.                                                              

Spring Choir Trip to Topeka
During the choir's Topeka trip, they sang in a recording studio, on the White Concert Hall stage, 
and in the Kansas Capitol Rotunda, each space acoustically unique. While they were at the Capitol, 
they sang prayers over the state and the decision makers who work at the Capitol. Choir members 
spent time with Dr. Thomas Morgan, a Navigator who has a disciplined practice of Scripture 
memory and who is the composer of two songs the choir sang on its tour. Dr. Morgan shared how 
memorizing Scripture has impacted his life and his career as a secular university professor. 



2022 Class 1A State Golf Champions

Ryland Kooiman
State Golf Individual

Champion

CONGRATULATIONS

The CCS high school golf team won the school's first boys state golf team championship. This
year's State Class 1A Tournament was held at the Hesston Golf Course.

Freshmen Ryland Kooiman and Nathan Reed, junior Drew Yoder, and senior David Weis led
the Cougars to a four-man score of 355 at State. The team also had victories in all but one of
its nine regular season tournaments.

Central Christian had the lowest score out of the four 1A teams in
attendance at the regional tournament in Halstead. CCS had a score
of 357 with the other teams all within 10 shots. Michelle Capps, head
golf coach, expected a close battle during the two-day state
tournament which was shortened due to rain.

Left to right: Coach Michelle Capps, Ryland Kooiman, Nathan Reed, David Weis, Carson Hamby, 
Gage Regehr, Drew Yoder, and Assistant Coach Bob Capps.

with a memorable day at State. Kooiman's
third shot on the 18th hole landed near a
pond to the right of the green. He made a
difficult pitch shot over a greenside bunker,
lofting the ball over sand with it landing and
rolling ten feet past the hole. Kooiman then
made the putt to end the day with a 5-over-
par 76, giving him a one-shot lead to win the
top individual medal.

Ryland Kooiman is the 2022 Class 1A Individual Golf Champion. His 
first season of high school golf has been remarkable, and it ended
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THANK YOU, BUSINESS BOOSTERS!

Platinum Supporters
Bold, LLC
Gust Orthodontics
Hutchinson Clinic – Dr. Ellen Losew
Network Management Group, Inc. (NMGI)

Gold Supporters
Bartlett Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning
B&R Builders, LLC
Genzada Pharmaceuticals
Hutchinson Clinic – Dr. Mark Reed
Hyatt Life Sciences
DJ Kauffman Insurance Agency
Kauffman Seeds, Inc.
Dr. Chad R. Loudenback, DDS 
Sturdi-Bilt
Wray & Sons Roofing Co., Inc.

Silver Supporters
Boman Electric
Glenn's Bulk Food Shoppe & Gospel Bookstore
Hardwood Millwork and Supply
Hutchinson Clinic – Dr. Leonard Miller
Moore Remodeling

Bronze Supporters
Petron Plus Global, Inc.
Eagle Communications

Cougar Pride Supporters
Buhler Dental Care – Dr. Dal Hunt, DDS
Christian Therapy and Meditation Services, L.L.C.
Conklin Cars
IdeaTek
Jackson Meat
Papa John's Pizza – Brad Pryor
Plaza Astle Realty – Valerie Pryor
RCB Bank

Cougar Spirit Supporters
Bell Credit Union
First National Bank
Decker & Mattison Co. Inc.
INeeda Laundry & Dry Cleaners
Medicine Shoppe
Peoples Bank and Trust
Plaza Astle Realty
Swindoll, Janzen, Hawk & Loyd, LLC
Waggoners, Inc.

A NOTE TO OUR READERS
Due to increasing costs, we are planning for Cougar Tracks to go digital.

Please send us your up-to-date email address to help ensure you will have
access to digital issues in the future. Also, if you would like to continue
receiving a printed copy of this publication, please notify us by email at

info@cougarsccs.com by Friday, September 16.   


